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Vol. 2007   Issue 5  

                     October  -  December   2007
                        Published Quarterly

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER

This version of our newsletter is sent to those members with e-mail availability. This is being done in an attempt to reduce our printing and mailing costs. Cost to mail this newsletter is our largest single expense of the Chapter, Please help us use E-Mail.  To print this newsletter from your computer, use 8.5” x 10” paper. This same format is also used for our regular postal mailing.   You may need to go to VIEW, then select Print Layout.
If you have internet access and agree to receiving the Newsletter via e-mail, Please send e-mail with your name saying “OK” to Chip Moran at ( RichmondAFA243@Juno.com ).  If you received this by e-mail we already have you in the data base, you need not respond.  
“HOT TOPICS”

THE FIGHTER FACTORY / WARBIRDS TOUR:   The Virginia Militray Aircraft Museum, a privately owned museum in Pungo, Va., will host a private tour of the facility for Virginia AFA members on Saturday 01 December, 2007 at 2:30 PM..  This tour will be given by owner Mr. Gerry Yagen, and should be most exciting for anyone loving the era of props!!!   Mr. Yagen has assembled a collection of over 40 WWI, WWII, and Korean War era aircraft, ALL of which are flyable or in restoration to reach flight.  The “Fighter Factory” is a double-hanger sized facility based at “Virginia Beach Airport”, an officially licsenced airport with a grass landing strip.  After the tour (casual attire),  Mr.Yagen will be guest speaker for the Virginia State AFA Dinner meeting at 7 PM that evening.   Rooms at the Holiday Inn Oceanside are available at a much reduced AFA rate of $69.  For those who would like to stay overnight after the dinner (encouraged), call the hotel for reservations at 757-491-1500 or 1-800-88BEACH).  Cost of the Dinner is $25 and the Virginia AFA Hospitality Suite will be available for those who would like to attend the tour and change into dinner attire prior to that event, but who will not be staying overnight.   We are hoping to make this one of the most memorable and highly attened State AFA dinner meetings ever.   Mr. Yegan has not only US, but aircraft from both friend and foe.  He will be giving a complete history of how he got into finding, recovering and restoring aircraft from all over the world into air worthyness…   This is a chance of a lifetime to see some of  WWII’s most prominante fighter aircraft in flying condition up close and personal…For Information, or to make reservations for the Tour, Dinner or Hotel Accomidations contact Chip Moran @ 800 296-1516  NLT than 24 November..

GOLF TOURNAMENT:  Golf Tournament Chairman Fred Williamson (VP- Government Relations) has begun his preparations for the 2008 Air Power Open.  The Chapter raised $1,500 last year, funds from which were donated to the Fisher House and to Families of the Wounded charaties.  This was the first year in many that our chapter was effectively solvent.  The prospects for Fred’s success with this venture were dicey, having had good but limited staff assistance, but thenneeded success was realized.   Fred has bravely stepped forward again this year to take the lead on the toutney for 2008, but help is needed from YOU, our Chapter 243 members.  Many hands make light work.  Let’s not leave it to the few.  These funds are not destined for frivlous Chapter pursuits.  They are needed by the charities that support those who have served and paid more than your share.  Get on board the Golf Committee bus; also, please be thinking of possible players, sponsors.  Volunteer to help run the trounament.  Currently it is schedule for Tuesday, 29 APRIL, 2008!!!  Much more info coming in Feb…
Please visit our Virginia AFA Website at:  www.virginiaafa.org/VAAF/
STATE AF JROTC Drill Championship:  For the THIRD consecutive year the Virginia  AFA State Drill Championship  will be co-hosted by the RICHMOND and Tidewater Chapters!!!   This is an annual event held the LAST weekend in April each year.   Over 30 of our 40 AF JROTC Units from all over the State participated last year and we are expecting 90-95% participation this year.   Again, it will be held at the Atlee/Hanover HS complex off I-295.   More info in our next newsletter, but we will again need YOUR help as a Judge, Official Scorers, or Staff Member helping during the competition..  Please plan to help, or come out and see this ONE of A KIND competition.   Virginia is the ONLY state in AFA that hosts a true State Championship..
CHAPTER WEBSITE:   The Address is:     www.richmond-afa.org.   Our new VP – Communications, Julia Reisenwitz, had worked diligently for the past month to build and establish a Richmond AFA Chapter Website.   She had done a tremendous amount of research, and worked with AFA National, the VA AFA State Webmaster John Ree, and with other Chapters who have existing sites to put together a prototype that is Awesome!!  Plans are for the site to be completed and up and operational before her return to college in August.   Julia is also a CAP Cadet Officer, and has volunteered to come on board and take on the task of VP – Communications.  She will also be taking over as Publisher of the JETBLAST, and maintaining our e-mail data base, so watch for a new and greatly improved version in the near future.

VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE:   The Chapter is hosting A “Bring a Disable Vet to Dinner” program on 10 November in conjunction with our Quarterly Dinner Meeting.   The Chapter will host 6 Veterans from Hunter McGuire Medical Center as our guest for that evening.  We would like to bring MORE, but our finances will not allow it, BUT, YOU can “Host a VET” for the price of $30..  They would be your guest for the evening, and sit with you at your table..   Make a new Friend, and honor a Veteran less fortunate than yourself by attending our dinner meeting on the 10th and sponsoring a “Vet for Dinner”….   I promise that Veterans Day this year will be a much more memorable event for you if you do!!!!  Just let us know and we will have transportation for them!!   
RICHMOND CHAPTER 243  DINNER MEETING
Saturday Evening November 10th, 2007

Congressman  Eric Cantor  and Ms. Janet Langhorne from McGuire Veterans Hospital will be our guest to help us “Honor our Vets”!! 
The next meeting of the Richmond Chapter will held at 7 PM, on Saturday, October 10th in the York Room at the Crossings Resort Golf Course and Glen Restaurant, 1000 Virginia Center Parkway, Glen Allen, VA. Dinner will be a Seafood Buffet with Crab Legs, Peel and Eat Schrimp and much more. The Crossings Resort Golf Course and Glen Restaurant is off the I-95 & I-295 interchange just off US Route 1 N (near Virginia Center Commons.  Signs for the Resturant and Golf Course are posted at the exits.. We will have Congressman Eric Cantor and Ms. Janet Langhorne, Director of Volunteer Services at Hunter H. McGuire Hosp. as our honoroed guest.  Please come for a wonderful dinner and chance to “Bring a Vet to Dinner” to honor our Disable Veterans the evening before Veterans Day. We recognise that that the price for these dinner’s are not inexpensive, however, the quality of an all you care to eat Seafood Buffet which features Alaska King Crab Legs is not found anywhere for less..  The price of the meal includes tax, gratuities and price of a separate dining room for the meeting.  We, the Chapter Executive Committee, feel that the exclusive atomesphere of the resort, the quality of the food, and the capability to host our meeting in a 5 Star Hotel setting, is worth the price of the dinner..  It is truly a special dining evening, along with seeing both old and new freineds..  Reservations must be in by  07 November 2007.  Please mail in the attached form, e-mail the form to our mailbox, or contact Chip Moran @  800 296-1516 to make reservations by phone…
Chapter News:   Great and Getting Better ! !
We are doing well as a Chapter, and had several members attend the Virginia State AFA Quarterly Meeting, and the Air Force Association National Convention in Washington, DC in September.  If anyone has any ideas for a better time & day of the week to meet or a more convenient location please contact any one of the Elected Chapter Officers** listed below.   We still have need for several positions on the board, and  always need your ideas and input for meetings and activities.   AFA is not a social club, we don’t run bingo games or raffles to raise money.  We are all individuals who believe in OUR Air Force, and it’s continued role as the most formidable fighting Force in the world today..  We can only keep this vision alive if we actively support the local chapter, state and national organization..   AFA IS the Force behind the Force, but only by continued pressure on Congress, and support of our active uniformed personel can we maintain that supremicy.  Please volunteer a few minutes of your time to help keep the chapter alive and growing so we can support our Air Force, and the programs like Fisher House and Families of the Wounded Fund, “Take a VET to Dinner”, and our recognition programs for the AFJROTC and CAP Cadets.  We are asking  EACH  Member to recruit ONE new member for the 2007-08 year, and bring them to a meetng!!!  Take the time to get involved in ONE program, or committee that is personally close to YOUR heart!!!.   ONE is a very large number when it is multiplied by many!!!  Take the time to help with ONE program, serve as a member of the EXCOM as an “At Large” position, or take on a VP position that is important to you and your family, as well as to may other retiree’s, and service veterans.   YOU are the voice that AFA listens too, and in turn AF leadership listens to AFA..  
Chapter Officer Roster and Vacant Positions
President ** 



Dave Reisenwitz

HP (804) 750-1116
e-mail:   dreisenwitz@smv.org
Vice President**


Barry Drossner

HP (757) 329-8149 
e-mail     bdrossner@yahoo.com
Secretary**



Elizabeth Hart Jones   HP (804) 762-9407
e-mail
ehjones@comcast.net 
Treasurer**



Harper Alford

HP (804) 754-2350
e-mail:
hsa88@cs.com
VP Aerospace Ed.

VACANT – Desperatly NEEDED ! ! !
VP Gov. Relations

Fred Williamson

HP (804) 512-4653 
e-mail:  fhw@hwagroup.com
VP Veterans Affairs

Dave Ellis


HP (540) 891-7246    
e-mail:  david_sally@verizon.net
VP Communications

Julia  Reisnewitz

CP (804) 855-8199*
e-mail:  Juliar285@gmail.com











*limited to Executive Committee calls please
VP Membership


VACANT – Desperatly NEEDED ! ! !
VP Community Partners    VACANT – Desperatly NEEDED ! ! !
VP Leadership Dev.

Chip Moran


(Cell) 800 296-1516   e-mail:  Chipmoran@Juno.com
Members At Large

Ray Darnell






     
e-mail:  vdarnell@Mindspring.com






Bob Gill







     
e-mail:  milfig@msn.com






Bruce Ivey







e-mail
iveyclan4@earthlink.net
CAP Liaison (F’burg)

Dave Goosman

(Cell) 540 895-0740   e-mail:  dgoosman@comcast.net

CAP Liaison (C’field)

Larry Evans






     
e-mail

AF JROTC – Atlee

Bill Monge







e-mail   VA-20022@afjrotc.net
AF JROTC – Amelia

Mike Whitaker





     e-mailwhitakerM@Ameliaschools.org
AF JROTC – Th. Jeff

Henry Moore






e-mail:  hmoore50@comcast.com
AF JROTC – K. Wm.

TBD
AF JROTC – Deep Run
Barry Drossner

AF JROTC – Lancaster 
Mike Hall
The Chapter Executive Committee (EXCOM) meets the second Tuesday of Each Month at 7 PM …
Positions followed by ** are elected for two year terms, unless incumbent agrees to serve longer.  ALL other positions are appointed by the elected officers to members who have shown a desire to serve in that position or on a specific committee.     You are the “ONE” member that can help make us grow ! !
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Presidents Corner:  Comments on the Chapter and it’s progress from the “Prez”: 

There are many ideas and opportunities, both innovative and ordinary, for AFA Richmond Chapter 243 to be involved in executing the Air Force Association  mission.  We of your ExCom do not have a monopoly on these.  Your input is valued.  It may be an idea or opportunity that fits the Chapter’s area, resources (financial and staff power), and interests or not, but one thing is certain:  We are unable to assess same if it is not brought to our attention.  
Your input is also valued as to how we may better meet your needs/interests, as well as increasing member involvement.

Dave Reisenwitz, President AFA VA Chap 243
Upcoming Events
Nov 10th


Richmond Quarterly Dinner Meeting

The Crossings Resort





“Bring a Disabled Vet to Dinner”


Saturday,   7 PM

Nov 30



AFA State Quarterly Meeting



Holiday Inn Oceanside
Dec 1



Warbirds  / “The Fighter Factory”


Virginia Beach, Va..
Feb  



Richmond Quarterly Dinner Meeting

Site & Exact Date
2008  



To Be Determined  





Saturday, 7 PM

SEE VIRGINIA STATE MEETING DINNER RESERVATION FORM and RICHMOND CHAPTER 4th QUARTERLY MEETING/DINNER RESERVATION  FORM ON PAGE 5

DINNER RESERVATION FORM 

Virginia AFA State Meeting

01 December 2007 – 7 PM Holiday Inn Oceanside, Virginia Beach

Name ____________________________________  

Chapter _______________

Guest(s) ____________________________________

________   Lunch $20 includes salad, sandwich, etc. 

X ________ = _$___________

________   Dinner $25  - Full Buffet                          

X________  = _$____________

                    

Money enclosed   _____________

Send to:  Robert Hudson - AFA

   3113 Lynnhaven Dr


   
VA Beach, VA 23451

Or, FAX :  757-546-3651 (Gordon Strong)

Or, e-mail: gordonstrong@hotmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RESERVATION FORM FOR SATURDAY, November 20th   MEETING

LOCATION:   Virginia Crossing Resort, York Room (I-95 & I-295)

 1000 Virginia Center Pkwy, Glen Allen, Va.  (Just off I-295 on US 1 N.)

Dinner at 7 PM         Cocktails in “The Tavern” begin at 6 PM

Dinner Menu:  Outstanding Seafood Buffet/Ak King Crab legs, assorted veg., salads, beverages and Dessert.

Name:________________________________________________Phone. No:___________________________

Cost for Dinner $35.00 times number of dinners:   _____X $35.00  =





$______________

Cost for Dinner (Cadets, Active Duty, Guard & Res or  McGUIRE VET )   ____X $30.00 = 

$______________
















Total Submitted: 

$______________

SPOUSE, FAMILY MEMBERS AND GUESTS ARE ALWAYS INVITED!!!!

Reservations are required for this dinner meeting Please send this form to our Chapter Post Office box or (or E-mail the Chapter at  RichmondAFA243@Juno.com ) NLT 07 November so firm reservations for total number attending can be made.  We are committed for minimum of 25, so please try to attend..     Phone reservations call Chip Moran,  
800 296-1516.  Phone & e-mail  reservations do not require pre-payment, but you will be billed if you don’t attend.

(Make checks payable to Richmond Chapter 243, AFA)
Mail to:






Richmond AFA Chapter 243



P.O. Box 2195                              Mechanicsville, VA 23116 
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